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the Inter-American System would depend. The course
advocated by the eloquent and fiery Padilla would in effect
have read two republics out of the Pan American family
of nations.49 Consequently Welles was able to persuade
the conference to pass a substitute resolution to which
Argentina and Chile were willing to adhere, since it merely
"recommended" that all of the twenty-one republics sever
relations.50 By the close of the conference, in addition to
the thirteen republics who had already declared war on
the Axis or broken relations, Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, Uruguay,
Paraguay, and Ecuador severed all ties with Germany,
Italy, and Japan.51 Only Argentina and Chile held on to
their relations with the Fascist powers.52
When the Rio Conference adjourned on January 29?
1942, the intensity of World War II was rapidly being felt
among all the states of the hemisphere. The global status
of the conflict and the far-flung nature of the Allied com-
bination opposing the Axis, of which Panama was a part,
spelled a period of comparative inactivity for a regional
organization such as the Inter-American System. During
the war years Pan American activity as such held only
minor news significance. That of course did not mean that
it did not go on. Although no more top-level meetings were
to be held until the Chapultepec Conference of 1945, many
of the specialized agencies continued their normal func-
tions and the twenty-one republics generally, Panama
certainly and wholeheartedly, were determined to keep
their hemispheric organization alive. We have already
noted the wartime work of the Economic and Financial
Advisory Committee and of the Juridical Committee. The
Inter-American Committee for Political Defense sponsored
consultative visits between the twenty-one republics, and
by nature of its strategic location Panama was usually
visited in the coming and going of these missions and also